Introduced by Council Member Corrigan & Co-Sponsored by  

CM Crescimbeni:
RESOLUTION 2011-103
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS OF BONNIE GRISSETT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Bonnie Tapley Grissett was a native of Jacksonville, attended Lee High School and graduated from Florida State University, where she was the President of the Chi Omega sorority; and


WHEREAS, Ms. Grissett, the wife of prominent attorney and consolidated government co-founder Ted Grissett, was actively involved throughout her life in numerous organizations and civic causes, including serving terms as the President of the Gateway Girl Scouts, a trustee of Episcopal High School, a board member of the Jacksonville Symphony Guild, Vice-President of the Jacksonville Bar Association Auxiliary, and a long-time volunteer in Riverside-Avondale Preservation (RAP); and


WHEREAS, in 1992 Bonnie Grissett was hired as the Executive Director of RAP and quickly established a reputation as a tireless and effective advocate for the neighborhoods as a whole and particularly for their historic district; and 


WHEREAS, a skilled negotiator, mediator, advocate and liaison, Ms. Grissett spent 16 years helping to preserve and protect the historic character of the Riverside/Avondale area while also encouraging the incorporation of appropriate and complementary new growth; and


WHEREAS, Bonnie Grissett’s passion for preservation of the unique historic resources and characteristics of the Riverside/Avondale area was always displayed in ways that were positive, persuasive and effective, seeking appropriate avenues of accommodation and forging cooperative agreements while never yielding on fundamental principles; and

WHEREAS, with Ms. Grissett’s recent passing, the City of Jacksonville and the Riverside/Avondale area have lost a powerful, passionate, persuasive advocate for historic preservation and restoration and community improvement; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the life and outstanding accomplishments of former Riverside/Avondale Preservation Executive Director Bonnie Tapley Grissett, and extends to her family and many friends its most sincere condolences.  Ms. Grissett’s countless contributions to the civic life of the city will be long remembered and greatly appreciated by all who knew her.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research

G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2011\res\Bonnie Grissett res.doc 
1
- 2 -


